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had dared to hope to secure for them. He urged me to see
Lord Allenby and Lloyd George. ^
I told Lawrence that I was acting entirely on my own
responsibility and, without the knowledge or permission of
my own government, I could not ask for interviews with
Lord Allenby and Lloyd George.
Lord Robert Cecil saw no reason why the Arabs of Upper
Mesopotamia should not be given a large measure of inde-
pendence and asked why direct British control should be
necessary in Lower Mesopotamia. Sir Henry McMahon said
that Yale's proposals were in accordance with the agreements
he had made with King Hussein, and urged Yale to see Lord
Allenby. Garvin showed he had a considerable knowledge of
the oil question.
Lord Allenby sent for Yale, saying that he wanted to go
over the solution which he had heard from Colonel Lawrence
he had in mind. Yale said that the French would refuse to
be more liberal to the Arabs in Syria than were the British in
Mesopotamia. 'Allenby seemed to understand this and appeared
to favour a most liberal policy in Mesopotamia.' Lord Allenby
was very cordial indeed and anxious to find a solution that would
satisfy the French and content the Arabs.
Nuri Said and Rustum Haidor said they could accept such a
solution as Yale had proposed anonymously in The Times and
that Feisal would accept it when the time came. Yale's
solution of the question was as follows: PALESTINE to be under
the mandate of Great Britain and the Zionists permitted to carry
out their plan. MOUNT LEBANON to be a separate political unit
under the mandate of France, SYRIA from Maan and Akaba to
Aleppo with the ports of Tripoli and Latakia to be constituted
as a 'provisionally* independent state with an Arab government
representative of its inhabitants. This Arab state to be under the
mandate of France.
MESOPOTAMIA: to be divided into two areas, the northern one
embracing the former Ottoman vilayets of Mosul and Bagdad;
the southern one that of Bassorah and the Emirate of Moham-
merah. The Northern area to be a 'provisionally' independent
state with an Arab Government representative of the inhabitants.
This state to be under the mandate of Great Britain. The
Southern area to be given local self-government under the